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treasures were published together with a dedication in ye following strain, ' To her sacred Majesty Q. Anne the most glorious & most excellent of British Queens and to all the Princes who share in her Royal blood, this dutifull performance is humbly offered by Her Majesty's most humble, most obedient, most faithfull subject & servant George Earl of Cromerty.' his book begins thus ' It is a nauseous employment in itself & unpleasant enough to me, to be ripping up the intrails of antiquity, for discovering the putrified corruptions of persons, actors of public mischiefs, in ye body politic. But as in the natural body, physicians are obliged, to such dissections, neither in hatred nor contempt of the defunct: but for ye profit and advantage of the survivors, in order to discover prevent & cure, the maladies and distempers, which did cut them off, from the land of the living : so, ye same course & for the like end, is allowable in the politic body. It is an old proverb, that it is a scanty kin which has neither whore nor thief in it. and it is difficult to find an antient & considerable kindred wherein some one or other have not been criminals.'
I am afraid this specimen will not encrease your partiality for the writers of this country. Lord Cromerty published some other treatises whose titles I cannot at present discover, he himself got at the tobacconists, a leaf of one of them a week after it was published.
This is all I can at present recollect concerning the authors who come within your plan, you will give me leave from time to time to make what additions I may be able.
May we not hope that you will one day allow yourself to engage in some historical work of more length, might I be allowed to hint at a subject worthy of your attention, I would suggest to you the memoirs of Queen Christina of Sweden, one Arckenholtz a Swede has collected materials
fit
